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What is Renewable Energy? (Alternative Energy)
Scientists and politicians are in agreement that the evidence for global warming and climate change is overwhelming. Precipitating this man-made eco-transformation are the “greenhouse gases” produced by our burning carbon-based fossil fuels in power stations, cars, buses and lorries.
Renewable energy, then, is that which can be produced sustainably without releasing climate-changing gases. Currently, the main sources of renewable power are wind power (on and offshore), marine (tidal and wave energy), biomass, solar energy, hydro-electric schemes and geothermal energy.
You may also hear references to hydrogen and fuel cells.  This relates to harnessing nature’s power to create hydrogen which can be stored in a fuel cell to generate electricity when required.
The Highlands and Islands have, of course, been long associated with hydro power due to the large-scale investment in hydro-electricity schemes in the post-War years. Consequently, hydro power is the most mature renewable energy source in the region, the other forms of Green, clear energy being at varying stages of development.

To gain a better understanding of how renewable energy works, to obtain more renewable energy facts and statistics, or explore the advantages and disadvantages of renewable energy, try these links:
Department of Trade and Industry - www.dti.gov.uk/renewables

Scottish Renewables Forum - www.scottishrenewables.com
British Wind Energy Association - www.bwea.com
Sustainable Development Commission - www.sd-commission.org.uk
Energy Savings Trust - www.est.org.uk
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